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AWI Expressions of Interest 2026 - Priority Areas for Investment

Australian Wool Innovation (AWI) invites Expressions of Interest (EOIs) for on-farm research, development and extension projects commencing in 2026. Guided by AWI’s Strategic Plan 2025–2028, we will invest levy and matched funds in projects that deliver profitable, resilient and sustainable outcomes for Australian woolgrowers. Proposals may range from short, targeted initiatives to larger, multi-year programs.
We seek EOIs that align with AWI’s strategic on-farm priorities, with a strong preference for whole-farm systems approaches that address multiple production challenges. Proposals that demonstrate strong partnerships and collaboration across research organisations, RDCs and industry are encouraged and will be considered favourably.
Priority areas for investment
1. Genetics & Breeding
· Advancement of selection methods for worm resistance in Merinos, including improved outcomes when using Barbervax.
· Development of Merino-oriented production systems and indexes that include feed efficiency to support long-term gains in profitability, productivity, and welfare.
· Translation of outcomes from the Merino Lifetime Productivity (MLP) project into practical selection tools that integrate both objective and visual traits.
· Development of strategies to improve the uptake of artificial breeding and reproductive technologies, driving higher on-farm rates of genetic gain.
· Development of cost-effective phenotyping and genotyping approaches to accelerate genetic gain and improve assessment protocols, recording, analysis and selection in Merinos.

2. Animal Health & Wellbeing
· Development of biological and environmentally friendly control methods for external and internal parasites in sheep, with emphasis on the soil stage of their lifecycle.




3. Environmental Sustainability
· Undertake a literature review of the practices undertaken by well-managed grazing properties that contribute to ecosystem services, including food and water quality, biodiversity habitat, threatened species survival, nutrient cycling, shade and shelter, and soil food web health.
· Undertake a literature review of the most impactful regionally appropriate emissions reduction, carbon storage and biodiversity interventions applicable to Australian woolgrowers.

4. Labour Saving
· Novel approaches to assist with farm operations and livestock management, with the aim to gain efficiencies of time, labour and costs.  This may include practical, technical and other innovative approaches that improve sheep handling and monitoring, wool harvesting and supply chain logistics.
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