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Xinao Textiles Inc. is a leading, and one of the world’s largest,
manufacturer of worsted-spun Merino wool and Merino wool blend
machine knitting yarns. It produces a vast array of diverse types
of machine knitting yarns for flatbed and circular knitting as well
as for the manufacturing of socks. Most of the yarns they produce
are made from Australian Merino wool, and today they produce
more than 10 million kilos of yarn annually, of which about half is
exported, a quarter is sold to knitters producing for Chinese
domestic brands, and the remaining 25% is supplied to Chinese-
based knitters producing for overseas international apparel brands.
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“| began my career in the textile industry after graduating from university in 1982.

| first came into contact with The Woolmark Company shortly after, when the
Chinese and Australian governments embarked on a program of cooperation with
respect to the wool manufacturing industry. At the time | was employed as
a technical officer in the Chinese ministry for textile industries. In this period The
Woolmark Company was engaged in a major program to assist the Chinese wool
manufacturing companies to up-skill, and to produce better quality wool products.
This involved the transfer of technology and knowledge, which was conducted by
a team of experts from Germany, Italy and the UK who visited China on a regular
basis to work closely with the local Chinese wool manufacturing companies.”
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“In 1989, The Woolmark Company set-up its first office in China and shortly
afterwards | joined them after being appointed as technical manager. My role was
to lead a team to provide technical service and know-how to the local wool
processing industry, which involved working with all sectors including top-makers,
spinners, knitters, weavers, dyers and finishers and garment makers. In addition,
| was been involved in marketing activities to the support the launch of new or
better-quality wool products which had been developed. Every year we selected
up to 15 Chinese companies whom we would work closely with on mutually
agreed projects, and some of these companies who participated included Jiangsu
Sunshine, Shanghai Sanmao and Changshu Yimao.”

Because of his deep and long-lasting relationship with The Woolmark Company,
the Knitting Development Center (KDC) was formed in collaboration with
The Woolmark Company in 2016. “The Woolmark Company has introduced
internationally accepted standards and greatly facilitated the establishment
of domestic standards. The establishment of KDC has enabled us to learn more
about the international trends in wool. In addition to organising technical and trend
forums, seminars and other industry activities regularly, we also use the Knitting
Development Center to provide services to more businesses and customers. For
two seasons per year, we carry out new product development and testing for
customers, delivering the new season’s yarn sample card 18 months in advance.”
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