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Founded in 1997, ICICLE is a brand founded using high-quality, natural materials
and environmentally responsible manufacturing methods to create a design
philosophy that is in “unity between humanity and nature,” said founder
Ye Shouzeng. The brand has set up research and development centres in
Shanghai and Paris respectively, and currently has 200 domestic stores, with
sales valued at approximately AU$322million in 2017. ICICLE has plans to open
up to 50 experiential flagship stores throughout China in the future.

“Wool is a natural, eco-friendly and sustainable material that fits well with the
comfortable, environmental and everyday garments that we create. So in every
season we use plenty of wool, such as our original colour wool products that
bypass any dyeing processes to retain the most untouched state of the yarn.
In fact, our demand for the raw material is very high. Since the launch of our first
original colour double-sided wool coat in our fall/winter collection in 2012, our
original colour series has become a special symbol of ICICLE. Building on this
foundation, we launched a series of original colour seamless knitwear pieces in
2016. From the 2009 fall/winter season to the 2017 spring/summer season, ICICLE
has manufactured more than 13,000 jumpers and has used 4.6 tons of yarn.”

As the brand’s owner and founder, Ye Shouzeng always adheres to the founding
philosophy of “unity between humanity and nature. We want to promote a slow-
paced lifestyle and make garments into warm, heritage-worthy item. Wool is our
best choice. At the same time, our commitment to being green and eco-friendly
is not merely about the words. We have a special vegetable-dyed series; although
its quantity is quite small, taking up only 10% of our total number of products, all
the materials selected are cotton, wool, silk and several other natural materials.
Because the colour fastness of natural dye is very difficult to meet the national
standard, we had to persist in experimenting and adjusting. We persisted for many
years and finally launched our own vegetable-dyed series in 2014.”

“ICICLE was established in 1997, and so 2017 was our 20th anniversary.
We partnered with The Woolmark Company on a special collection — a functional
outdoor wool garment series made in waterproof wool fabric, with which we hope
to bring consumers a different kind of wool experience. As part of this activity,
we have also invited ICICLE clients to visit a farm in Australia to experience the
comfort and superior texture of Merino wool in the original nurturing environment
of the sheep.” On to the future plans of the brand product, Ye Shouzeng said,
“Wool has a superior breathability and is comfortable to wear, so in the future we
shall expand our product category, and increase our spring/summer product
development. However, in recent years, the price of wool has continued to rise,
and as the price difference of cashmere gradually reduces, | worry that the rising
costs are not conducive to the promotion of wool products and will shut out some
young consumers.”
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