Wal Merriman is Managing Director of the Merryville Stud. He oversees extensive
commercial pastoral interests giving him broad farming and grazing experience.
Merriman has served on several industry boards, including National Woolgrower
Forum, Major Woolgrowers Group and is past president of both NSW and Australian
Stud Merino associations. He became chairman of Australian Wool Innovation in
2008, having served as a director since 2004.

“I've been to China eight times now, but my first trip was back in 2007. Before that,

most of my travels had been in Italy. Funnily enough, one of the first people | met in
China turned out to be an Italian who was working at the Sunshine Mill. Since my
first trip, | have been lucky enough to witness to the rapid growth and expansion of
the wool industry in China.”
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“Historically, England and Italy were the major wool manufacturing

hubs. As time progressed, Korea, Taiwan and China also had
a proportion of the business. China soon became an affordable
manufacturing hub and is now a major player in both processing
and consumption. The rise of the middle-income earners in China
has led to a rise in luxury consumption. About 80% of Australian
wool is exported to China and nowdays about half of that wool
remains there. That’s why marketing campaigns in China are so
important — to keep wool at the front of consumers’ minds. It’s not
only a manufacturing hub but a marketing hub as well.”
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