ZHOU SH I MO & WEN YA “We devote most of our energy on material development, so spend the longest

amount of time on fabrics development and early-stage testing. In the competition,
. . we tried our best to explore the possibilities of wool and discover other functional
FaSh Ion DeS|g n e rS, STAFFO N LY qualities beyond wool’s thermal properties,” said Wenya. “We especially wanted
to use the platform to demonstrate the standard of Chinese suppliers. In the

process of creating the brand, we have come into contact with many big-hearted
institutions including The Woolmark Company, and the Wool Lab has given us
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created their menswear brand STAFFONLY in 2015. In 2017, AT e e U e T e e
STAFFONLY was a regional menswear finalist at the International PRI, FRISRS.

Woolmark Prize, and the brand now has established relationships
with more than ten wholesalers including Lane Crawford, Dong/
Liang, and 10 Corso Como.
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Wen Ya and Zhou Shimo were both a little surprised about being finalists in the
competition. “We were nominated by Shanghai Fashion Week and had to start
preparing for the competition right away. Because we went there in the hope
of winning the prize, we fully considered the production of the sample garments
we designed, and looked at creating a range of wool garments for all-weather
occasions. There are plenty of down jackets made from wool, but we wanted to try
to work from the outside to the inside, including the use of wool materials for
insulating fillings. Wool fill does not lump together after washing and is able
to maintain a fluffy state; a thin wool waterproof jacket. We also made a primer
shirt using a whole garment-approach. In terms of machinery and technology,
its requirements were much higher than those of ordinary garments.”

‘B DBNEERS, AEMEFESLET 7 KE201 7ENBIWPILNZEX L,
BHEMIME A RUIVNEEI, “BARNTREFESTREN, PhLUEHIRITHIRRTE D E &
FEFL, RNFE—EFEREAUENEXRENT G FEMPARNRS, BFHINTE=
HMINEIR, BB AR F EM BB — MR BERFEELKEETSMEE, BER
FREMBURTS, G ENFEERKINEEFXAwhole garment TZHFTRZ, EXTIEEH
RANERBLLEEHRALEES

142 143




“Military uniforms made with wool are very traditional; this started in
WWII and so we wanted to express a kind of inheritance and return.
Product functionality has inspired our spring/summer development,
and because the menswear is relatively fixed, we further increased
our material development in order to diversify this expression.
| think female aesthetics in China are way ahead of male aesthetics,
but this approach, on the contrary, has opened up more design
opportunities for us,” said Shimo.
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