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“Wool is an extremely important element of trade between China and Australia.
In the early 1980s, the Australian and Chinese governments signed the Agreement
on a Program of Technological Cooperation for Development, confirming wool as
an area of cooperation. At that time, the Sino-Australian Joint Trade Committee
established a wool working group. Deputy minister-level officials in the Textile
Industry Department all previously served as heads of the group, continually
examining the work of the wool trade. In 1986, the Australian government donated
AUS$2 million to assist China in constructing a wool warehouse. The chosen
location was Nanjing in southern Jiangsu, where the textile industry was most
developed. Present day Nanjing’s wool market is also an extremely important
trade platform.

“In 1992, China became the world’s largest importer of wool. The China Wool
Textile Association was founded in 1995, and in 1998 joined the International
Wool Textile Organisation (IWTQO). This was an event of great importance to China’s
textile trade. Prior to this, there was no set of operational standards for the
industry to follow, which restricted it in international trade and arbitration. After
joining the IWTO, there was now a basis for resolving disputes over raw wool
procurements. The Chinese government first sent technology officials to work with
The Woolmark Company in 1981, which accelerated improvements in production
technology, while also speeding up the process of standardisation in China.

“In 1994, the Australian government provided a further AU$4 million to help

implement its policy to promote Australian wool in China. This sustained assistance
was extremely significant and lasted for three years, where the first stage involved
inviting the leaders of China’s textile companies to Australia to study management,
raising sheep breeds, and technology for testing and grading wool. It also involved
visits to research institutes including the Commonwealth Science and Industries
Research Organisation (CSIRO). The second stage was to train technical staff. The
Wool Secretariat assigned someone the task of taking a group of staff to Australia
for 20 days’ study. Further crucial education and training took place in the third
and longest stage. A scholarship was established in China, and laboratories set up
at Donghua University and at the Beijing Institute of Fashion Technology. Fabric
evaluation systems were brought in to help improve wool technology, which has
enabled the training to benefit the entire textile industry ever since.”
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“From the 20th Century to the present day, The Woolmark Company
has always maintained a close working relationship with us. It has
helped China’s textile industry to improve and develop more
rapidly in terms of technical training, conferences and exchanges,
and standard certification.”
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