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For more than 50 years, Stdwolle Group has been a global leader
in the spinning of pure wool and wool-blend worsted yarns for
weaving, circular and flat knitting. The company was founded by
brothers Wolfgang and Erhart Steger in Nuremberg, Germany and
today remains a family business, and the second generation,
represented by Wolfgang’s son, Klaus, remain positive about the
future of wool.
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“Sudwolle was founded in 1966, very close to the date Australian wool entered
China through official channels. From the very beginning, wool has always been
our material of choice. My father and my uncle were fascinated by the material and
learned the trade from a very young age. The quality and properties of wool have
not changed and, in modern times, it has become a very beautiful and worthwhile
niche product. | believe that because of its sustainable properties, wool will
continue to play an important role and grow in its uses, particularly in areas of the
textile industry that produce materials for use close to the human body.

“I believe that the new technological possibilities we are just now seeing will bring

more innovative products into the world of wool, but we must not forget that these
developments are also happening in other industries. | feel quite comfortable
saying that wool’s potential is growing. It will be even more important in the future
to make the comparative advantages of wool known to consumers. Only if the
consumer asks for wool products will the distributors have the courage to source
more of these relatively expensive products.

“The development in China over the past more than 20 years has been quite
incredible. Obviously, the standard of living for many millions of people has
increased dramatically and metropolitan areas have grown beyond imagination
— the infrastructure is modern and world class.”
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