“My first trip to China was in 1981. We flew to Shanghai on a Chinese state airline,
and when we arrived in Shanghai Honggiao airport it was in the middle of the
countryside surrounded by paddy fields. Today, the airport is in the same place
but surrounded by modern skyscrapers and high-speed bullet trains. The next day
we were met by a delegation from the ministry of light industry and we went to visit
three state-owned factories over the next week. It was decided we would first help
them to develop better quality hand-knitting yarns for the domestic market.”
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JIMMY JACKSON
Wool Consultant, International Wool Consulting Group

“Wool manufacturing in China, via investment by Chinese companies,

has grown to a mega-scale size and Chinese companies over
the past few decades have acquired profound knowledge and
experience in processing wool, reaching a stage where they can
produce as good a quality as anybody else in the world. | am sure
now with the knowledge acquired the Chinese will lead the way
in wool manufacturing for the next few decades. As far as
consumption is concerned, the growing Chinese middle class
presents a large new consumer market for excellent quality
products made from Australian wool.”
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Jimmy Jackson was born in Bradford, in the north of England. At that time, Bradford
was known as the Wool City, as 50% of all the world’s wool supply was traded and
manufactured there, so it was almost inevitable that Jackson would pursue
a career in the wool industry. In 1970 Jimmy joined the International Wool
Secretariat as a laboratory technician in its International Research, Development
and Design Centre. Here, Jackson was instrumental in making wool machine-
washable and was part of a team who took the idea and made it into a commercial-
scale manufacturing process. He was responsible for transferring the technology
across the world, designing and commissioning plants. Jackson was also the co-
inventor of the Mercerised process for wool, known as Mercerised Merino, which
is firmly established today. In 2005 Jackson left the United Kingdom and moved to
Sydney, Australia where he took up the position of General Manager for Product
Development & Commercialisation at The Woolmark Company. In 2016 he founded
the International Wool Consulting Group, where today he works with some of the
world’s leading and largest Chinese wool manufacturers.
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