“In the mid-1950s the first delegation of the Chinese wool industry visited Australia.

At that time, as Australia had not officially recognised Mainland China, the

Australian government was not involved and the visit was sponsored by the then E,

S & A Bank Ltd, which worked closely with several importers to introduce the
Chinese to the workings of the Australian wool industry, which included wool sales
in Sydney and a visit to the Michell Wool plant in Adelaide. | would consider this
visit as being the first official Australia-China wool delegation, and | look back on
my Chinese adventures with a great deal of pleasure.”
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IAN MCIVOR A.M
Former Wool Broker & Exporter

Sydney-born former wool broker lan Mclvor was instrumental in
the success of the Australian-Chinese wool trade relationship
that exists today. Mclvor began as a trainee scoured wool valuer
for New Zealand Ltd Sydney in 1950 and subsequently held
a range of different roles over the following decades, including
as Melbourne wool buyer for Victor Dekyvere & Co, Melbourne
partner and, later, Sydney managing director for Mclvor Selios,
and general manager of Dalgety Australia’s international division.
Throughout his various roles, beginning in the 1960s, Mclvor
made several trips to Guangzhou (known then as Canton), which
he recalls as a vastly different city than it is today.
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Later in his career, Mclvor became the director of the Australian Wheat Board
(1989-1992), chairman of the Australia/China Business Council (1989-1991),
director of the Australian Wool Exchange (1998 -2010), and chief executive officer
and, later, chairman of the Australian Livestock Exporters Council, (1994-2010).
In 2008, Mclvor was made a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) for services to
agriculture, especially in the fields of wool and livestock export.

“One of the great attractions in working with China pre-1980 was that you were
selling to a government, and the efficiency of finance and payments was beyond
any other market. It was incredibly appealing when you knew that payment wasn’t
an issue.”
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