


Beginning in 1966 as a trainee wool buyer with Michell Wool, Australia’s oldest
and largest exporter of Australian Wool, Keynes’ career in the wool industry spans
50 years. Keynes has a unique global understanding of buying and selling wool,
gained through his experience working in Bradford, United Kingdom, as the Sales
Manager for Eastern Europe in the 1970s, and in Hong Kong when he was the
General Manager of Michell International Commodities for five years from 1987.

Throughout these years, Keynes had bared witness to the role wool has played in
parallel to the growth in Chinese-Australian relations. In 1974, Keynes participated
in the first Australian Trade Fair in China, which is considered the first bilateral
push for textile trade between the countries, and was a representative of the
industry on several subsequent delegations to China in the decade to follow.
Since 1993, Keynes has been based in South Australia and up until two years ago,
was a woolgrower in Eden Valley.
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