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BAN XIAO XUE
Designer & Founder, BANXIAOXUE

Between 2007 and 2012, Ban Xiao Xue worked at EXCEPTION, a well-known
Chinese womenswear brand. The designer left to establish his own namesake label,
BANXIAOXUE, in Guangzhou, and in 2012 took part in the International Woolmark
Prize, subsequently winning the regional event in Asia. Today, BANXIAOXUE's
products are sold at more than 50 independent fashion boutiques around the
world with sales exceeding AU$20million, a remarkable feat for such a young
designer.

“My relationship with wool began as part of my Woolmark Prize journey. After
thoroughly analysing the special characteristics, strengths and weaknesses of my
designs, | had given up trying to express myself through commercialised products,
and instead put all my effort into showing off the more creative and artistic
side of wool. One of the judges thought my work should be put on display in a
museum, and that represented an approval of my design direction. The handmade
is something to be revered. It is creation that has a warmth, and wool is the
medium that fits this best.

“| feel that wool is the most fun material to work with. We used some Cool Wool
fabric in our recent spring/summer collection because it is highly breathable,
moisture absorbing, and can be stiff in texture. This is not a consumer’s traditional
understanding of wool, and we further altered wool’s special qualities and external
appearance to create a lace or silk effect. Current technology is already quite
advanced. This in fact enhances wool in the same way as the experimentation
| created for the International Woolmark Prize; it's my approach to wool.”
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“In winter, all our products are basically wool or wool blends that,
for example, combine the shaping qualities of breathable wool and
nylon. Moreover, more than half the fabric we use has been
researched and developed in partnership with Chinese factories.
This approach also ensures that our fabrics are unique, and are
ones that we will continue using.”
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